
Committee:  Student/Board Liaison Committee Meeting  
 
Date: 10/08/2019 
 
Present at meeting 

● Louis Adipietro - Chair, Valerie Henning-Piedmonte, Melissa Szymanski, Alison 
Andrus, Jodie Meyer, Mr. Scotch, (name of other teacher?), 9 - 12 Student 
Union leaders 

 
Key topics and discussion points 

● SU President Jude Joerger - students want to work together to make school a 
better place 

o Create a page on the website to place polls to collect student input & 
avoid making decisions in a vacuum  

o Continue to develop school spirit as Pep Rally and Homecoming were 
successful and exciting for students 

▪ Haunted House in school 
▪ Teacher-Student Talent Contest and/or Halloween Costume 

Contest where teachers judge students and vice versa; small 
prize (free lunch?) 

▪ Fall Festival 
▪ Spring Pep Rally 
▪ Maybe a pep rally or spirit day once a month 
▪ Connect HHS students to those at HES and FMS 

● 9th grade SU representatives met with Amy Cazes to 
discuss HHS students helping with HES Nature Walks. 
Environmental Science classes could teach elementary 
students about climate change. 

o Keep Academic Field Day - morning has teachers giving classes about 
topics of their choice, then lunch, followed by outdoor fun 

o Note: Announcements can be hard to hear, which might prevent 
student turnout at various activities. Consider changing the time of the 
announcements. 

● PADJ 
o Mr. Adipietro spoke about the significant number of students attending 

PADJ after Homecoming on Saturday night with some students making 
money during this time and a few students going to the hospital. Mr. 
Adipietro is concerned and wants the students to have real 
conversations about other ways to have fun. 

▪ Students thought a Village Crawl with student run booths, 
games, music, and performers might be popular. They felt 
Friday Night Lights is aimed at young children, so it is not 
something high school students want to attend. 

o Mr. A explained that the police do not break up PADJ proactively as they 
fear children getting hurt as they scatter to avoid the police. 

o Police will be shutting PADJ down for this coming weekend. 



o Ms. Henning-Piedmonte discussed information found in the Youth 
Advocacy Survey that showed high percentages of binge drinking, 
vaping, and smoking marijuana and the desire to use the survey for 
further discussion in our community. 

▪ 9th grader representatives expressed some doubt about the 
results of the survey as they felt the students taking the survey 
last year did not take it seriously. It was over 200 questions, the 
teacher did not present it as a serious assignment, and students 
talked about their answers with some choosing all ‘As’. 

▪ A senior representative mentioned that students take a lot of 
surveys and tend not to take them seriously as they never hear 
the results and impact of a survey. 

 
 
Proposed next steps 

● Student leadership will continue to meet to discuss ways to promote school 
spirit and safe alternatives to PADJ. 

● They will update the BOE at the next Student/Board Liaison Meeting 
● Ms. Henning-Piedmonte will be sharing the Youth Assessment Survey with the 

two two Student Government Advisors so that they can discuss the survey with 
the students. At the next meeting of this committee, students could share their 
perspectives about the accuracy or lack thereof of the student feedback. 
 

 
Questions for the board to consider/discuss at upcoming BOE meeting 

● How could we help the Hastings community have productive discussions about 
the drug and alcohol concerns raised by the Youth Advocate Survey? 
 

 
 
 
 
 


